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Calabar High School was founded on 12 September 1912 at Slipe Pen Roadin Kingston, Jamaica. 
However, to understand Calabar’s reason d’etre one must go back to Rio Bueno, Trelawny in the 1830s;
for it was in that place and at that time that Calabar College was founded to prepare native born 
Jamaicans  for entry into the sacred ministry. They soon found however that such a lofty goal was 
difficult without feeder institutions, thus Calabar All-Age and Calabar High School were conceived. 

One can therefore argue that Calabar was founded to “educate men for a higher purpose!” 

Within just 10 years of it’s founding, Calabar had produced “old boys” who would change Jamaica Within just 10 years of it’s founding, Calabar had produced “old boys” who would change Jamaica 
and the world for the better. Philip and Hugh Sherlock, Roger Mais, and Egerton Richardson are 
but a few of the legendary old boys from that first decade. Philip Sherlock taught at Calabar, became 
headmaster of Wolmer’s Boys School, led the fledgling University of the West Indies and wrote 
extensively on Jamaican and West Indian history.  His brother Hugh Sherlock founded Boy’s Town, 
was a Methodist minister and penned the words of Jamaica’s national anthem.  Roger Mais made 

significant contributions to West Indian literature. He exhibited a militancy that found him incarcerated 
for his views.  Egerton Richardson, worked in the civil service – ¬rising to the highest possible ranks in for his views.  Egerton Richardson, worked in the civil service – ¬rising to the highest possible ranks in 
an institution dominated by our colonial masters – and was later Jamaica’s representative to the United 
Nations as well as its first Ambassador to the United States.  The actions and contributions of these men 

became the bedrock on which Jamaican and West Indian society was built.

Each decade since, Calabar has produced men who have made their mark on society by way of their 
leadership or their exemplary achievements. Calabar old boys have been appointed to leadership 

positions in the Jamaica Defence Force and The Caribbean DevelopmentBank. In the field of medicine 
one has found a cure for cancer.  Of course, one cannot forget the legendary achievements of our old one has found a cure for cancer.  Of course, one cannot forget the legendary achievements of our old 
boys in sport. Herb McKenley was one such individual who brought Jamaica on to the world stage

in track and field - where she dominates to this day.

Much has changed at Calabar over the last sixty years.  However, one thing remains true.  There is a 
certain vision, spirit, and culture that has been handed down from one generation to the next and that 
we as custodians must pass on to the generations to come. We cannot leave it to the teachers and 
administrators to perform this task. It is our task to perform – for to whom much is given, much is 

required!     required!     
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THIS WAS THEN..
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Herb MacKenley

Faculty and Students at Slipe Pen Rd, 1912
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Roger Mais

Rev. Hugh Sherlock

"Like an ancient river flowing 
from the mountain to the sea
Herb MacKenley Rev. Hugh Sherlock
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So we follow coming, going, 
to the wider life to be
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THIS IS WHAT WILL BE..

Architect’s Rendering of Proposed New Buildings



PAGE9

INSERT PLEDGE CARD HERE

HOW TO ANSWER THE CALL
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institution that has produced some of Jamaica’s renowned, 
famous, and indeed finest, citizens.  This Centenary will be 
celebrated on September 12, 2012 and in the spirit of the 
glorious traditions we hold so dear, let us pledge our utmost 

for the highest - the renewal of our school.

Calabar must rebuild if it is to continue its outstanding 
tradition ofacheivement.  As alumni, we owe the foundations tradition ofacheivement.  As alumni, we owe the foundations 
of our intellectual andpersonal development to this great 
school, and this is our lifetime opportunity to leave a lasting

legacy for its honour.

Our goal is to raise US$1.2 million to rebuild the physical 
facilities and to restore Calabar’s culture of academic 

excellence.

CALABAR CELEBRATES 100 YEARS as an outstanding 
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